Archived News Items 2026

These pages contain the text of previous items, which have been removed from the news page of the Friends of DalesRail website. Items are removed periodically either because they are out of date and/or to make the news page on the live site less cluttered. Please note that links are not active on these archived pages.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>

29 May 2026

TRAIN WALK UPDATE FOR SATURDAY 30 MAY 2026 - HORTON CIRCULAR

Additional information from the leader (Cathy C):

Please note that this walk is at the high end of "easy" and contains some short, but steep sections.

10 May 2026 - £1.50 rail tickets and Train walk updates for May

To celebrate 150 years of passenger services on the Settle-Carlisle line, Northern Rail have announced they are making tickets available at the special price of £1.50. They can be booked from 15 May 2026 for journeys between Leeds, Settle and Carlisle and will be valid from 22 May to 17 July. Search Northern Rail's website or app for these from 15 May onwards.

SATURDAY 16 MAY

For the moderate/strenuous Chatburn circular walk, please catch the number 280 Clitheroe/Preston bus at 09.10 from the bus stop on the main road outside Skipton rail station to Chatburn church from where the walk will begin.

SATURDAY 23 MAY Train walk change

Due to engineering work on the Huddersfield line, the originally scheduled Greenfield Horseshoe moderate/strenuous walk has now been changed to:

Ben Rhydding Circular
via Ilkley Moor
From the 09.33 Leeds to Ilkley train
Book, alight and return Ben Rhydding
13 Miles Moderate/Strenuous

5 May 2026

Please send any items for inclusion in the next edition of the members' newsletter to the editor, Fiona Robertson, as soon as possible, but no later than 17 May 2026.

26 April 2026

This year's ride2stride festival is back from Tuesday 28 April and runs through to Monday 4 May 2026 with guided train walks every day, plus talks, visits and music events, along the fabulous Settle-Carlisle railway line, celebrating the wonderful culture of the western Dales and the Eden Valley.

For the full festival programme, please see the ride2stride website.

19 April 2026 - Train walk change on Saturday 25 April

Due to engineering work on the Huddersfield line, the originally scheduled Holmfirth Circular moderate walk has now been replaced with:

Haworth Circular
via Pennine Way and Millennium Way
Book, alight and return Keighley
(bus out from and back to Keighley)
10 Miles Moderate

The moderate/strenuous Settle Circular walk will go ahead as normal.

12 April 2026 - Train walk updates for Saturday 18 April

EASY WALK

The mileage for the Thornton in Craven to Earby walk will be 6.5 miles, not 8.5 miles as incorrectly stated in our Guided Walks leaflet.

MODERATE/STRENUOUS WALK

The Todmorden Circular walk will now be from the 09.12 Leeds to Manchester Victoria train.

9 April 2026 – Train walk update for Saturday 11 April

Please note that the Horton to Settle strenuous walk will be from the 07.47 Leeds to Carlisle train.

30 March 2026 - Train walk updates for Saturday 4 April

The moderate and easy walks will be using the free classic heritage buses - which are operating this weekend - to get from Kirkby Stephen rail station to the start of the walk (moderate) and back to Kirkby Stephen after the walk (easy). Although the bus rides are free, cash donations on the bus would be welcome by the organisers of the classic vehicles Cumbria Easter Rally.

22 March 2026 - Train walk update for Saturday 28 March - Clapham Circular easy walk (amended item)

Additional information from the leader (Cathy):

As the walk itself will not start until the arrival of the train in Clapham at 11.29, walkers are advised to have their morning coffee on the train, as there will only be a stop for lunch on the walk. The walk will also pass through the Ingleborough Nature Reserve for which there is a charge of £2.50 per person (senior) or £3.00 (under 65).

8 March 2026 - Train walk update for Saturday 14 March

The Harrogate Circular easy walk will now be from the 10.06 Leeds to York (via Harrogate and Poppleton) train.

4 March 2026 - Advance notice of changes to train walks programme

Due to engineering work on the Huddersfield line, the following walks have now been changed:

SATURDAY 25 APRIL

The originally scheduled Holmfirth Circular moderate walk has now been replaced with:

Haworth Circular
via Pennine Way and Millennium Way
Book, alight and return Keighley
(bus out from and back to Keighley)
10 Miles Moderate

SATURDAY 23 MAY

The originally scheduled Greenfield Horseshoe moderate/strenuous walk has now been replaced with:

Ben Rhydding Circular
via Ilkley Moor
From the 09.33 Leeds to Ilkley train
Book, alight and return Ben Rhydding
13 Miles Moderate/Strenuous

26 February 2026 - Unlimited travel newspaper offer with Northern Rail - Two separate offers (updated item)

The two travel offers are slightly different and involve separate groups of newspapers, so please read the information below carefully.

OFFER 1: REACH NEWSPAPERS (2 TOKENS)

Get unlimited travel on Northern Rail for the day for only £12 or a weekend travel ticket for £20.

You will need to collect TWO tokens from your chosen newspaper and then purchase your unlimited travel ticket from Northern Rail.

Tickets are valid for travel every day between Monday 23 February and Friday 27 March 2026. They are only valid on trains timed to depart from 08.45 Mondays to Fridays, but are valid at any time on weekends.

For full details of the Reach Newspapers offer, including which newspapers to collect the tokens from and on which dates, plus how and where to buy the unlimited travel ticket, please see the Northern Rail website.

OFFER 2: ICONIC MEDIA GROUP NEWSPAPERS (3 TOKENS)

Get unlimited travel on Northern Rail for the day for only £12 or a weekend travel ticket for £20.

You will need to collect THREE tokens from your chosen newspaper and then purchase your unlimited travel ticket from Northern Rail.

Tickets are valid for travel every day between Monday 2 March and Friday 27 March 2026. They are only valid on trains timed to depart from 08.45 Mondays to Fridays, but are valid at any time on weekends.

For full details of the Iconic Media Group offer, including which newspapers to collect the tokens from and on which dates, plus how and where to buy the unlimited travel ticket, please see the Northern Rail website.

16 February 2026 - Train walk update for Saturday 21 February

The Pannal to Knaresborough moderate walk will now be from the 09.36 Leeds to York (via Harrogate and Poppleton) train.

11 February 2026

The February members' newsletter has now been sent out by email and post. The online version will be available to view and download in due course.

25 January 2026

The members' Thursday walk from Woodlesford railway station on 5 February will start at 10.10 am, following the arrival of the 09.58 train from Leeds.

3 January 2026

Our full programme of guided train walks for the whole of this year can now be seen in the Train Walks section. Any changes will be announced here and, time permitting, in the members' newsletter.
