Archived News Items 2025

These pages contain the text of previous items, which have been removed from the news page of the Friends of DalesRail website. Items are removed periodically either because they are out of date and/or to make the news page on the live site less cluttered. Please note that links are not active on these archived pages.



26 October 2025 - Train walk update for Saturday 1 November

The strenuous Hebden Bridge circular walk will now take place from the 08.42 Leeds to Chester train (arrives Hebden Bridge at 09.30), as the originally advertised Blackpool North train is not running on this date.

23 September 2025 - Newsletter deadline reminder

Please send any items for inclusion in the next members' newsletter (Autumn 2025) to the editor, Fiona Robertson, as soon as possible, but no later than 3 October 2025.

4 September 2025 - Northern Rail's  Flat Fare Newspaper Promotion is back!

Get unlimited travel on Northern Rail for the day for only £12 or grab a weekend travel ticket for £20.

You will need to collect two or three tokens (depending on your chosen newspaper) anytime before Sunday 21 September to redeem your discounted ticket.

Tickets are valid for travel between Monday 1 September and Thursday 23 October 2025.

For full details of the offer, including which newspapers to collect the tokens from and on which dates, please see the Northern Rail website


31 July 2025 - Thursday walk update

The Marsden Circular members' walk on Thursday 7 August 2025 will start following the arrival of the train from Huddersfield, which is due at 10.06.

21 April 2025

Unlimited rail travel with Northern Rail for £10 per person for a day or £17.50 for a weekend

Northern Rail has teamed up with Reach PLC and National World newspaper groups for this special offer, which includes a day's travel anywhere on the Northern Rail Network for £10 (£5 for children, no further discounts). A weekend ticket for £17.50 (£8.75 for children) is also available. The offer is not limited to the Settle-Carlisle line, but it is restricted to services operated by Northern Rail.

To qualify you have to collect either TWO tokens from qualifying Reach PLC newspapers or THREE tokens from qualifying National World newspapers. They publish a number of titles in Northern England. Please see the Northern Rail website for the full list of titles and details of when the tokens will be published in each paper.

You then need to download a form on the Northern Rail website which will then allow you to buy up to four Northern Rail Day Ranger tickets from any staffed rail station within the Northern Network. These Ranger tickets cannot be bought on trains or online.

The offer runs from Monday 28 April to Thursday 17 July 2025 and is valid every day during this special offer period. Some time restrictions apply - the offer is only valid on trains timed to depart after 08.45 Mondays to Fridays. It is valid at any time weekends and Bank Holidays.

30 June 2025 - Anniversary celebrations on Saturday 5 July

Friends of DalesRail will commemorate 45 years of leading walks for the public this coming Saturday with 4 walks from the Settle-Carlisle railway, ending up in Hellifield with a celebration meal for members. This forthcoming anniversary was featured in a recent article in the Craven Herald newspaper, which you can view online.

19 June 2025 - Train walk update for the easy Spofforth to Knaresborough walk on Saturday 28 June

Additional information from the leaders:

Due to the short time to get from the rail station to the bus station in Harrogate, we will get the 10.55 X70 bus and arrive in Spofforth at approximately 11.15. Also, because of Yorkshire Water doing work that blocks the foothpath, we will not be going to Plumpton Rocks.

As this walk is from the 09.29 Leeds to Harrogate train, this will mean a wait in Harrogate of around 52 minutes before catching the bus to Spofforth. Walkers may wish to consider travelling on the 09.59 Leeds to Harrogate train instead, which arrives at 10.33. However, the leaders will be on the 09.29 train and will be catching the 10.55 bus to Spofforth in any event.

17 June 2025 - Erratum

In the new train walks programme leaflet (June to December 2025) the dates of the autumn members' holiday to Capel Curig have been incorrectly printed as 17 to 20 September, but the correct dates are 17 to 20 October 2025.

8 June 2025 (updated item)

The May 2025 newsletter has now been sent out to members via post and email - the online edition can be seen in the Newsletter section.

23 May 2025 - Train walk update for Saturday 7 June

For the Greenfield Circular strenuous walk, to join it from Leeds, please catch the 09.00 bus replacement service from Leeds to Huddersfield rail station. From there, you can catch the train at 09.57 from Huddersfield to Greenfield (Manchester Airport service). The walk will begin from Greenfield following arrival of this train at 10.16. Similar arrangements will apply to the return journey later in the day.

The leaders intend to travel on the 09.00 bus replacement from Leeds to Huddersfield. If the connection with the 09.57 train to Greenfield isn't made, the walk will be cancelled.

9 May 2025 - Train walk update for Saturday 17 May

For the moderate/strenuous Littleborough to Hebden Bridge walk, if you are coming from Leeds, please catch the 09.18 Leeds to Manchester Victoria train and alight at Hebden Bridge at 10.07. You will then need to catch the 10.17 Hebden Bridge to Manchester Victoria train, alighting at Littleborough at 10.33, from where the walk will begin.

The 10.17 train from Hebden Bridge originates at Huddersfield (09.49) and calls at Brighouse (09.58), Sowerby Bridge (10.07) and Mytholmroyd (10.13) on it's way to Hebden Bridge.

1 May 2025

Photos from the ride2stride Dent to Ribblehead strenuous walk via Blea Moor on 30 April 2025 can be viewed in the Past Events (Train Walks 2025) section

27 April 2025

This year's ride2stride festival kicks off on Tuesday 29 April and runs through to Monday 5 May 2025 with guided walks every day, plus talks and music events, along the fabulous Settle-Carlisle railway line, celebrating the wonderful culture of the western Dales and the Eden Valley.

For the full festival programme, please see the ride2stride website.

21 April 2025

Train walk update for Saturday 26 April - Kirkby Stephen moderate walk

Additional information from the leader (Jon W):

As we will be starting the walk at 11.05, we will not be planning a coffee stop, so please have coffee on the train.

18 April 2025

Choose from any one of our four guided walks this Saturday, ranging from 7 to 15 miles for our Easter DalesRail special - full details can be found in the Walks section.

31 March 2025 - Train walk update for Saturday 5 April 2025

For walkers on the moderate- Laneshaw Bridge to Haworth walk, we will arrive at Keighley rail station at 09.21 from the 08.54 Leeds to Skipton train and walk to the bus station in time to catch the M4 bus at 09.50.

26 March 2025

Please send any items for inclusion in the next newsletter (May 2025) to the editor, Fiona Robertson, as soon as possible, but no later than 16 May 2025.

9 March 2025 - Train walk update for Saturday 15 March - Chatburn Circular easy walk

Additional information from the leader (Jack):

This scenic 7 mile walk in the 'Easy' mileage category involves some hilly terrain, muddy fields and a good number of stone step-stiles. You will also need to take care on exposed limestone on the descent path near Worsaw Hill. Are you up for it?

Take bus 280 at 10:12 from outside Skipton railway station. Alight at stop near turn-off from A59.

7 March 2025 (amended item)

The February 2025 newsletter has now been sent out to members via post and email - the online edition can be seen in the Newsletter section.

3 March 2025 - Members update (amended item)

The Thursday walk on 6 March 2025 from Todmorden rail station will now start at the slightly later time of 10.10 am, to allow for the arrival of the train from Leeds (due 10.03 am) and for participants to alight and get themselves organised.

24 February 2025 - Train walk update for Saturday 1 March

For the moderate Grassington Circular walk, the No. 72 bus to Grassington leaves from Skipton bus station (stand 6) at 09.38 and from the railway station at 09.43. It is due to arrive at the YDNP car park in Grassington at 10.11, from where the walk will start.

15 February 2025 - Train walk update for Saturday 22 February

The route for the moderate/strenuous Gargrave to Skipton walk has now been changed and will now go instead via Eel Ark Hill, Winterburn Lane, Friar's Head and Flasby Fell. This change has been made to keep the walk within the advertised mileage. The rail travel arrangements remain unchanged.

4 February 2025 - Unlimited rail travel with Northern Rail for £10 per person for a day or £17.50 for a weekend

Northern Rail has teamed up with Reach PLC and National World newspaper groups for this special offer, which includes a day's travel anywhere on the Northern Rail Network for £10 (£5 for children, no further discounts). A weekend ticket for £17.50 (£8.75 for children) is also available. The offer is not limited to the Settle-Carlisle line, but it is restricted to services operated by Northern Rail.

To qualify you have to collect either TWO tokens from qualifying Reach PLC newspapers or THREE tokens from qualifying National World newspapers. They publish a number of titles in Northern England. Please see the Northern Rail website for the full list of titles and details of when the tokens will be published in each paper.

You then need to download a form on the Northern Rail website which will then allow you to buy up to four Northern Rail Day Ranger tickets from any staffed rail station within the Northern Network. These Ranger tickets cannot be bought on trains or online.

The offer runs from Monday 10 February to Thursday 20 March 2025 and is valid every day during this special offer period.

Full details of the Reach PLC offer

Full details of the National World offer

9 February 2025 - Train walk updates for Saturday 15 February - Reminder

BLUBBERHOUSES TO HARROGATE (MODERATE) WALK

This walk will now be from the 08.29 Leeds to Harrogate train, as the departure time of the bus from Harrogate has now changed to 09.35.

STANBURY TO LANESHAW BRIDGE (EASY) WALK

Information from the leaders (Alan and Lynn):

We will be catching the B1 bus from Keighley bus station at 10.25. This is based on using the 09.20 Carlisle train from Leeds and getting off at Keighley. We will catch the M4 bus back to Keighley from Laneshaw Bridge. They run on the half hour and hour.

3 February 2025 (updated item)

Friends of DalesRail will celebrate the 45th year anniversary of the formation of the society on 5 July 2025 with a series of walks and a celebration meal for members at Hellifield Station Cafe. Further information and details of how to book can be found in the February 2025 edition of the members' newsletter. Walk details can be seen in the Train Walks section.

27 January 2025

Please send any items for inclusion in the next members' newsletter to the editor, Fiona Robertson, as soon as possible, but no later than 14 February 2025.

26 January 2025

The members' youth hostel weekend will take place at Whitby YHA, North Yorkshire from 5 to 7 September 2025. Further details and booking information will be in the next members' newsletter.

24 January 2025 - Train walk updates for Saturday 25 January (amended item)

The Appleby Circular moderate walk has been cancelled. This is because Northern Rail has issued a 'Do Not Travel notice' for the Settle and Carlisle Line and the 09.20 Carlisle train has now been cancelled.

The easy Broughton Circular walk (bus out from and back to Skipton) will still go ahead but will be from the 09.26 Leeds to Skipton train, arriving in Skipton at 10.09.
